
 

 

 

 

Barcelona WTArtspace presents Cellular,  
an installation made by Japanese artist Ouma 

 

For a better understanding of Ouma’s work, it’s important to know that the artist is 
as well a doctor, specifically a veterinary doctor. Thus the concept of physical and 
emotional health is a key element in his work. Somehow she aims to cure people 
by means of his art. 

Cellular is a red and white colored cube, a space of great beauty that is delimited by four 
richly worked Japanese paper walls. The visitor is invited to step into it, to be invaded by 
its atmosphere of lights and shadows and, if he likes, to make his own mark on it. 

The artist starts from the idea that human beings have no free will and only by accepting 
this fact they are able to overcome this lack of freedom. It seems counterintuitive, but 
according to Ouma, feeling free is synonymous to assume the fact of not being it. 

The artist bases his argument about free will in some neurological studies of Dr. 
Benjamin Libet. The experiments of this American physiologist prove that people act just 
before his conscience takes the decision to do it. The delay may be a fraction of a second 
until several seconds. 

Another important concept to consider is the placebo effect; I mean the ability of human 
of self-healing by believing in the effectiveness of a remedy, even if it is completely 
harmless.  

Seen from this perspective, Cellular is conceived as a placebo art work that curing 
effectiveness increases as less intentionally it will be used as a healing medium.  

Ouma created his installation in this spirit, being guided by impulse, open to everything 
that surrounds her and without any specific figurative intention; just cutting paper, nothing 
more. She understands as cells the holes originated in this way, as smallest units of life, 
how the science of biology describes them. In this sense, the gallery becomes a 
monolithic cell whose energy accumulator, heart or vital center is Cellular. 

 

Opening: Thursday, March 3rd at 7.30pm 
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